EXTRACTS  FROM  OFFICIAL  ORAL EVIDENCE.
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No. of Voters. 

No. of Voters. 
Name of the 

Name of the 

Municipality. 
Muhammadaii. 
Non-Muhainmadan. 
Municipality. 
Muhammadan . 
Non-Muhammadan . 
bombay suburban division. 
Tando Muhammad 
382 
523 

Khan. 


Bandra 
1,062 
5,290 
Sukkur 
1,737 
5,776 
Kurla 
664 
2,098 
Shikaxpur 
3,353 
9,537 
Ghatkopar    - 
51 
2,802 
Garhi Yasin 
197 
703 
Juhu 

172 
Rohri   - 
444 
1,483 

Ghotki 
242 
558 
SlND. 
Larkana 
1,262 
2,360 

Kambar 
1,196 
857 
Karachi 
13,725 
28,921 
Ratodero 
384 
766 
Tatta   - 
565 
1,136 
Sehwan 
266 
264 
Keti Bunder 
163 
190 
Bubak - 
198 
360 
Kotri   -Man j hand 
645 158 
643
405 
Tando Adam Shahdadpur 
|             594* 
2,437* 
Hyderabad   - 
4,522 
10,952 
Mirpurkhas  - 
495 
1,116 
Hala     - 
724 
426 
Umarkot 
116 
502 
Tando Allahyar    - 
276 
641 
Jacobabad    - 
887 
1,291 
Nasarpur Matiari 
540
827 
388 264 
* Separate figures  for each municipal town, of Tando Adam and Shahdadpur are not available. 
POONA.
Dated,  16th  October,   1928. Morning.
present :
all the members op the commission, of the central committee (except mr. kikabhai premchand) and the bombay provincial committee.
Mr.  C. W. A. TURNER, C.I.E., I.C.S.,  Chief Secretary to the Government of
Boinbay—continued.
1.	Dr.   Suhrawardy:    Mr.   Turner,   you   told   us
yesterday that in the light of your experience com
munal representation has resulted in a satisfactory
representation of minorities, but you are not prepared
1 to say that it has led to improvement hi administration ?—Yes.
 2.	I should like clearly to understand your evi
dence.    I want to know whether you mean that the
presence of a  few Muhammadans  returned  by a
separate communal electorate tends to impair the
efficiency of the administration.    Is that what you
mean ?—I am afraid there was a little misunder
standing yesterday.    I  had in mind,  when those
questions were being asked, not exactly communal
representation but  communalism.     What  I  mean
toy   communalism  is  this.    Take  the .case   of the
Deccan and Karnatak divisions.    There, owing to
the lowering of the franchise, non-Brahmins have
swept the board and have a commanding majority
on the local  bodies,  both municipalities and local
boards.    The result of that has been, in my opinion,
a fall in efficiency.
 3.	You were referring rather to the non-Brahmin
•element than to the Muhammadan element returned
by communal representation ?—In  the Presidency
proper.

 4.	Had you ha your Presidency any system of
nomination prior to the introduction of communal
electorates ?—Yes.
 5.	What is the object of nomination ?    Why did
Government reserve a number of seats for nomina
tion ?—To secure as far as possible the representation
of minorities.
 6.	In that case the same object is served by the
return  of members  by separate  electorates.    Now
that electiorL is!by communal electorates the number
of seats reserved for nomination has decreased:   is
not that so ?—That is so.
 
 7.	You have told us that with the introduction of
communal representation there has been a decline
in efficiency.    In the old days, minorities were repre
sented  on  the  local  bodies by  nomination.    Was
there no decline in efficiency in the administration
of these boards .in the old days ?—No, because they
had not got a commanding majority.    Nomination
did not secure a commanding majority ;   it simply
gave representation to minorities.
 8.	Has  the  system  of  communal  representation
secured a commanding majority for the Mussalman
community ?—Not in the Presidency proper.
 9.	When you say " the Presidency proper "  you
mean, including Sind ?—Yes.

 10.	Can you show, by reference to Appendix " Y "
and Appendix " Z"   (page  193*),  by reference  to
figures, that by virtue of the commanding majorities
secured   by  non-Brahmins efficiency   has been im
paired in any of the  boards  or  municipalities ?—
I would ask you to -turn to Dharwar,  page  196.*
You   will   see   there are now 117 members of the
" backward    classes"   to   22    of   the   " advanced
classes."
 11.	The Chairman :   Outnf a total of 139 elected
non-Muhammadans—is that right ?—Yes.    That is
a rather striking difference.
 12.	May I just interpose to ask a question ?    Does
that mean that in Dharwar you would get, apart
altogether    from,    the   Muhammadans    who    were
elected,   some  Brahmins and  some non-Brahmins ?
Is that it ?—That is it.
13.	Roughly  speaking,   may  I   take   it   the   117
are   non-Brahmins   and   the   22   Brahmins ?—Yes,
roughly.
14.. Just so that I may follow you, is that what you refer to when you say that the extension of the franchise has enabled the non-Brahmins to sweep the boards ?—Yes, in certain districts it has.
.	* Vol. VII.

